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UM EXPERTS CHOSEN TO ASSIST EDUCATION REFORM IN GUYANA
MISSOULA-The University of Montana, in association with the Consortium of International
Development, has been selected to help the government of Guyana improve the country’s
education system.
Under a $460,000 contract with the Inter American Development Bank, faculty and
administrators from UM and other western state universities will provide four months of
intensive consultation to the Guyana Ministry of Education. The team will review the country’s
education sector, analyze the ministry’s resources and training, and develop a plan for reform
and restructuring. Guyana, an English-speaking nation on the northeast shoulder of South
America, has had uneven educational achievement, according to project director Mark Lusk, a
UM administrator.
“Guyana has great potential for participation in the global economy but has been
encumbered by a modest investment in the development of human capital,” Lusk said. “This
project will go far in redirecting the nation’s limited resources toward maximum return.”
Sharon Alexander, dean of Continuing Education, will develop the training program for
the Ministry of Education. She and other project staff also will review staffing patterns,
resource allocation, teacher training and management-information systems.
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Vice President for Research Lloyd Chesnut said, “The Guyana project complements the
University’s work in international education. We currently administer a similar project in
Namibia and are looking to continue this pattern of exporting Montana’s expertise.”
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